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The Talk of War with Japan. 

The talk of war between this country and Japan 
has been exceptionally absurd and groundless, but it 
has been full of the seeds of mischief and possible 
danger. Not a few wars in the past have been talked 
into existence, on insignificant pretexts, with a much 
smaller volume of reckless prophecy and conscience- 
less invention than that to which we have been treated 
the past month. 

We may be profoundly grateful that the conditions 
of our time are such as to make this creation of a 
war, by mere irresponsible talk and newspaper in- 
vention, much more difficult than it was two or 
three generations ago. The means of speedy inter- 
communication have become so numerous and re- 
liable that the groundlessness of a war rumor is 
easily detected and transmitted, and thus a critical 
situation avoided. An interview of the London 
Telegraph's correspondent, with a diplomat, so-called, 
at The Hague was published in all the morning 
papers, assuring us, on the most reliable authority, 
it was said, that relations between this country and 
Japan were strained to the breaking point, that the 
governments were keeping back from the people the 
facts, that the great fleet of warships was for this 
reason going to the Pacific, and so on. Coming 
from The Hague, where the wisdom and good sense 



of the world were supposed to be gathered, this 
report was enough to frighten the very elect among 
the peacemakers into believing that war was just 
ready to burst upon us. Next morning the whole 
story was categorically denied from Washington, both 
by our government and by the Japanese ambassador, 
and that was the end of it. The rumor had been 
punctured by the cable and the quick action of the 
authorities made possible thereby. The same has 
been true of the rumors that the proposed visit of 
the great fleet of battleships to the Pacific was to 
overawe Japan and silence the clamoring Jingoes of 
the island. 

But though such rumors can now be quickly 
killed, they remain nevertheless most mischievous in 
their after results. The Jingoes both in Japan and 
in this country will feel that they have made progress, 
and they will hasten to take advantage of the next 
favorable moment to further foment strife. The 
big-navy promoters will be encouraged to manufac- 
ture further scares. The Oriental haters in Cali- 
fornia will feel more sure of their game, and will 
wreck restaurants and abuse Japanese with more 
brutality than ever. What the wooden diplomat at 
The Hague, if there was any such man outside of 
the correspondent's brain, will do, it is impossible to 
guess. What he ought to do is to retire at once to 
the junk-heap of effete diplomacy, or be dismissed 
from service by his government as totally unfit for 
any position in the diplomatic field. The worst 
phase of the after-results of such a manufactured 
scare will be that a large number of people through- 
out the country will refuse to believe that where 
there was so much smoke there was no fire. They 
will persist in believing that Japan has warlike in- 
tentions towards us, and that war must come sooner 
or later. Their influence, perhaps entirely uninten- 
tionally, will thus go toward the creation and fostering 
of suspicion and distrust between the Japanese and 
ourselves. Such is the evil fruitage of war-scares. 

One of the most imperative international duties of 
our government and people at the present time is to 
do their utmost to maintain unimpaired the tradi- 
tional friendship of this country with Japan. The 
duty is made all the more binding by reason of the 
shameful acts of injustice done to the Japanese in 
California. Both the government and the people of 
Japan have been quick to see and feel the injustice 
and to express in a manly way their disapproval of 
it, as they ought to have done. But in spite of this, 



